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 MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 12th  

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICK OFF!!! 

 

On September 12 we will be having a breakfast during Sunday 
school time for the kids followed by some kind of craft. We have 
 recently made tie dye t-shirts so kids will all be wearing their tie 
dye shirt that Sunday also. 
 
On September 19 any child entering Preschool or Kindergarten, 
 1st, 4th, 7th or 9th grade  will be the Sunday you will move to your 

new classroom. Sunday school is open to all children, it is a good way for your  
child(ern) to learn about the amazing stories in the bible.  
 

We are making sure that we follow Covid guidelines to keep the kids safe! 
 
Shut ins if are currently not able to pick up an adult Sunday school book, please  
contact us and we will make sure that one gets delivered to you.  
 
If you have any questions about Sunday School, or getting your book delivered to 
you,  please don't hesitate to call me at 618-443-7793.      

   Thanks - Brooke Gerlach 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 

PASTOR ’S 

PONDERINGS 
2 

MISSIONS 3 

BACK 2 SCHOOL 4 

AD. COUNCIIL MIN. 5 

CALENDAR 6 

BIRTHDAYS &  7 



PAGE 2 F IRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

  “The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his 
sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say 
to them: ‘“The Lord bless you and keep you; the  
Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you 
peace.’ So they will put my name on the Israelites, and 
I will bless them.”                               Numbers 6:22-27 

 

The Life Application Bible states that a blessing was one way of asking for God’s divine favor 
to rest upon others.  The ancient blessing above helps us to understand what a blessing was 
supposed to do.  It’s five parts conveyed hope that God would  

  (1) bless and keep them (favor and protect) 

  (2) make his face shine upon them (be pleased) 

  (3) be gracious (merciful and compassionate) 

  (4) turn his face toward them (give his approval 

  (5) give peace 

When we ask God to bless others or ourselves, we are asking him to do these five things.  The 
blessing you will offer will not only help the one receiving it.  It will also demonstrate love, 
encourage others, and provide a model of caring to others. 

This embodies what it means to be a Christian.  Our prayer for others should always include 
asking God to protect them, be pleased with them, be merciful and compassionate towards 
them, and give them peace.  So once we have prayed this we are done right?  NO!  Now the 
hard work begins, for you see, God is expecting us to act the same way as he does toward 
them.   

It is easy to respond toward people with words; but God wants us to respond with actions too.  
Words are simply not enough.  We need to put in the hard work of putting into action our 
words.  At times this can seem impossible.  But if we want God to bless us in all we say and 
do, then actions are required.   

Imagine a world where we seek to bless everyone we come contact with.  How would our 
world be changed?  We cannot even begin to imagine what it would look like.  All of God’s 
children living together in harmony, love overcoming hate, truly concerned with the well  
being of others.  Not possible you say.  You would be wrong.  We serve a God who turns the 
impossible into the possible each and every day.  Praise be to God! 

 

God’s Blessings -  

 Pastor Randy 

 Cell: 217-520-5267 
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Confirmation Classes will start on Sunday Sep-
tember 12 and run through November 1.  The 
class will be confirmed on Sunday November 

14, 2021.  Please keep these youth in your 
prayers as they explore what it means to be-
come a member of God’s church and specifi-
cally the Sparta First United Methodist Church.  
If you would still like to attend this class and 

have not registered, please call the Church 
Office ASAP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday September 8th 
 

7:00 pm 
 

Covid Guidelines will be followed. 
  

Anyone whom would like to  
participate in the choir is  

welcome! 

Volunteers Needed!  
One hour a month. 

Volunteers are needed to visit our church 
shut-ins.  This ministry was affected by 
Covid, so let’s get this much needed ministry 
back up and going.  I know our people will 
certainly enjoy the visits.  As a visitor, you 
will only be asked to visit two shut-ins a 
month.  Please consider volunteering for this 
much needed ministry.  
Contact Kathy Robinson, by September 20 
618-317-2140. 

Date General 

Budget 

Capital 

Campaign 

Other Total For  

the Week 

Sat/Sun/Online/ 
Sunday School 

08/01/21 $4,191.36 $568.39 $428.00 $5,187.97 21/68/NA/28 

08/08/21 $1,621.63 $330.00 $96.22 $2,047.85 11/48/NA/26 

08/15/21 $3,273.49 $711.51 $72.39 $4,057.39 13/63/16/24 

08/22/21 $3,881.63 $230.00 $477.22 $4,588.85 12/62/20/19 

Total for Year to Date for General Budget: $ $125,745.14 
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Thanks to everyone who helped in any way on our annual  
Back to School,  Looking Cool.    

On Saturday July 31st we served 67 children in our community with dental exams,  hair 
cuts,  and school bags,  filled with items supplied by you,  our wonderful church family.  A 
special thank you to the members of the NOW committee who worked so hard organizing 
this event,  and to those who worked the day of the event... Pastor Randy,  Dot Heuman,  
 Sharon Holland,  Delma Odom, Brooke Gerlach,  Jeremy Volkmar,  Jan Schwartz, Jan 

Seals,  and Libbey Rees.  We had several items left over,  and rather than put them in a 
closet,  we are going to give them to Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House in East St 
Louis.   Thanks so much for your help.   Without you,  this would never be possible.  
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Administrative Council Meeting 
August 9, 2021 6:00pm 
 
Persons Attending:  Randy McGeehon, Jeremy Volkmar, Bill Mueller, Gary Cox, Kathy Ruhmann,  
Brooke Gerlach, Linda Steen, Patti Cecil, Mary Hauskins  
     
The meeting began at 7:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor Randy. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: The minutes from the July 12 minutes were reviewed by those present.  Brooke  
Gerlach moved to accept the minutes.  Mary Hauskins seconded the motion.  The minutes were accepted as  
presented. 
 
Church School Superintendent: Brooke Gerlach 
Brooke confirmed that the Sunday School kickoff for this year will be September 12.  Recently the children 
completed making tie-dye shirts which they will wear for kickoff Sunday and for Children’s Sabbath on Oct 
17. 
 
Trustees:  Bill Mueller: A privacy fence will be installed between the playground and the  
parsonage.  The driveway will be recoated in the near future. 
 
Treasurer: Patti Cecil: There was $8298 spent on the recent air conditioners.  Donations toward this were 
$7805. The Fire Department was sent the  
additional funds that should have been sent.  There is now $103,654.79 left on the building loan.  Bill Mueller 
moved to accept the treasurer’s report, pending an audit.  Mary Hauskins seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried. 
 
Financial Secretary: Linda Bird (Presented by Pastor Randy) The group reviewed comparison financial 
reports turned in by Linda. 
 
Meal Ministry, NOW Comm: Mary Hauskins 
“Back to School, Looking Cool” was a success even though the dentist overslept and was late.  Sixty-seven 
children were served.  Extra items will be donated to the Leslie Bates House, the Angel Tree mission, and the 
schools.  The next project will probably be donations of foil pans with cake mix, frosting and decorations to 
food pantries so that those in need will have access to an easy way to make birthday cakes, etc when wanted. 
The Meal ministry has been checking on a couple of people who may be in need of meals in the near future. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Randy McGeehon 
Masks are being required inside the church and/or church building again to protect us from any new Covid 
threats.  The video camera will be moved near the sound system.  This will provide better sound and allow the 
taping to be live. 
Two funerals will be this week.  Dot Stephenson’s wake will be Wednesday at the funeral home and the  

funeral will be on Thursday at the church.  Don Ashley’s wake will be Friday 
at the church and the funeral will be on Saturday at the church. 
The charge conference will be held on October 24.  Any forms that need to be 
submitted will be due for our Ad Council meeting on October 11. 
 
The next meeting is September 13  at  6:00pm. 
 
Brooke Gerlach moved to adjourn.  Bill Mueller seconded the motion.  The 
meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 

 



SEPTEMBER  2021 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

 1 
6 pm NOW Comm 

2 3 4 

5 6 Labor Day 
Office Closed 
 

7 
 

8 
6 pm NOW Comm 
7 pm Choir 
 

9 10 
 

11 
 

12 
Sunday School 
Kick-off 
9 am Confirmation 

 

13 
8 am Garden Club 

6 pm Ad Board 
 

14 
 

15 
6 pm NOW Comm. 
7 pm Choir 
 

 

16 
 

17 18 
 

19 
9 am Confirmation 

20 
6 pm SPPRC Mtg.  

21 22 
6 pm NOW Comm. 
7 pm Choir 
 

 

23 
Lamplighter 
Information 
Deadline 

24 25 

26 
9 am Confirmation 

27 
 

28 29 
6 pm NOW Comm. 
7 pm Choir 

30 
Lamplighter 
Mailed out 

  

Saturday Schedule 
5:00 pm Worship 
Sunday Schedule 
9:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 

Office Hours:  
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm 
Phone (618) 443-3714 
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com       

Calendar Notes: 
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09/02 Pat Baue 
09/05 Roberta Guebert 
 Denise Stone 
09/06 Elizabeth Deppe 
 Lynda Loesing 
09/07 Brian Beattie 
 Jenith Henson 
09/08 Brady  Norton 
09/09 Andrew Wetzel 
09/10 Chris Haury 
 Jackie Clendenin 
09/13 Rori Ellett 
09/14 Donna McBride 
09/15 Jason Coop 
 Wandene Williams 
09/16 Janine Heuman 
09/17 Edith Huddleston 
09/17 Charlene Stewart 
09/18 David Hauskins 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

09/01 Brain & Kendra Beattie 
09/03 Tom & Jan Seals 
09/04 Warren & Rhonda Gerlach 
 Bill & Linda Mueller - 50th  
09/05 Kent & Barb Burns 
 Bradley & Rhonda Hall 
09/07 Ron & Linda Steen 
09/09 Chris & Michelle Haury 
 Ray & Julia Heil 
09/10 Scott & Angie Oathout 
09/10 Jim & Becky Sickmeyer 
09/19 John & Jayne Wetzel 
 Doc & Wandene Williams 
09/20 Tyler & Molly Thompson 
09/22 Kris & Jackie Clendenin 
09/24 Greg & Lauriel Hill 
09/28 Eric & Suzy Manker - 25th  

 

 
If you would like to be a part of the prayer chain please call Elaine 
Hargis at 443-3205 or email her at ejhargis4@gmail.com. Always 
remember to update us with any email changes. 

Joys- God’s abundant love. 
 
Concerns—Family of Jayla Smith, Family of Don Ashley,  
Family of Dot Stephenson, Shelonda Fuller, Charlie Heuman, 
Teri Smith, Tauna Jevron, John and Heather Krause and family, 

Judy Powers, Doris Arnold, Hannah Schroeder, Willis Rezba, John Jeffers, Lucas Gerlach, 
Bonnie Douglas, Pat Pillars, Bill Schwartz, Frank & Sharon Beckley, Jane Schupbach,  
Bishop Frank J. Beard, Bishop Gregory Palmer, our country and its leadership. 
 
Words of Gratitude: First United Methodist Church, Thank you so much for your tribute to 
Dorothy Stephenson with the donation of  five Bibles.  Her church and her Bible were her 
foundation.  You couldn’t have honored her in a more special way.  Thank you for this and for 
all you did to make her home going so very special.  Thank you.  Kathy Stephenson 
 
Sparta FUMC; Hello– This is Stacey, Harris form Feed the Hungry. Thank you for being 
God’s tangible blessing to the hungry.  This year, you’ve provided 6,470 meals and the oppor-
tunity to learn about the love of Jesus.  You’re Feeding these children Physically & Spiritually! 
A full Life feels Good! Thank You!!! God Bless, Stacey 
 
Dear Church Family,  Thank you for the donation of the 5 Gideon Bibles  in memorial for 
Don.  As you know, Don has been part of FUMC since a child, raised his kids & taken his 
grandkids to church here.  His church family was very important to him and we as his family 
are so grateful that he is being honored in this way. Carol & Family 

09/20 Theo Sickmeyer 
09/21 Hillary Heaton 
09/22 Larry Ashley 
 Linda Bird 
 Shea Haury 
09/23 Sean Patton 
09/24 Jamie Peck 
09/25 Elizabeth Sauzek 
 Katherine Sauzek 
 Lucy Yates 
09/26 Hailey Heller 
 Libby Renner 
09/27 Mary Ruth Bierman 
09/28 Andrew Wilson 
09/30 Dave Hargis 
 Gary Stork 
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Reflecting  

The 

 Light of God! 

On Facebook:  

Sparta First United Methodist Church 

W ERE  ON  THE  W EB !   

www.spartafumc.org 

Nonprofit Organization 
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PERMIT #37 

First United Methodist Church 

Covid 19 Update 

Thank you for your cooperation 
in wearing your masks in the 
building, whether you are  
vaccinated or not.  It is very 
much appreciated.  How long 
will we have to do this?  When 
Randolph County drops  
positivity to 8% or below for 
three consecutive days this  
mitigation will be reevaluated. 

 

 

 


